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Late Summer stays in the dog days’ bracket, and even the three we're picking for special 
notice are dubious candidates. Ruth Chatterton'’s name will help launch THE PRIDE OF THE 
PEACOCK (Doubleday) though its character is a sharp divergence from the predecessors; 
Edwin Lanham's THE IRON:-MAIDEN (Harcourt, Brace) has substantial publisher push behind 
it and may catch on; E. Arnot Robertson has a following, despite the wide gaps between 
her books, and DEVICES AND DESIRES (Macmillan) will capture its interest. Let's hope 
the turn comes for the upgrade with the next bulletin issue. See below. 























PROBLEMATICAL FICTION 


July 15 


Covert, Alice Lent Avalon - Bouregy & Curl 
WINDS OF HEAVEN $2.50 


The problem of a domineering mother, a gentle son, an arranged marriage - 
and love entering in confronts Jim Saxanay when his feelings for Nicki Stewart urge 
him to rebel against maternal chains. Althea, who has planned plotted, controlled - 

0d and conquered - sees her dream castles crumble when Jim's fiancee, Stephanie, whom 
Althea has also dominated, turns out to be the real rebel and thereby frees Jim for 
Nicki. Nutshell neuroses for the undemanding. 


Moore, Frances Sara Avalon 
TAKE MY PLACE $2.50 


A year in a t.b. sanatorium for Maggie brings her kid sister, Landon, back al 
from New York to take over - with Eric, her husband, and Merry-o (0OH!), her small ) 
daughter. And in the substitute situation in which she finds herself, Landon has no J 
eyes for Scott, who has always loved her, nor does she recognize where her protective 
concern for Eric is leading her. And when she does, she first uses an engagement to 
Scott as a cover, then runs away, until Scott is able to realign her misplaced affec- 
tions..... An attractive personnel keeps this pleasantly perturbed and disturbed. 


Mowery, William Byron Bouregy & Curl 
TALES OF THE OZARKS $2.75 










1 long and 8 short stories of the hollows, valleys, hills and wastelands 
of the Ozarks emphasize the enduring hold of this tucked away small corner of the 
country. Those who have gone away, return perhaps to visit, following their heart 
when they stay; human-shy woods hermits respond to fellow interest; outsiders find 
that the people are the best crop and plan better futures for them. There are 
children, and a dog suspected of sheep killing; a wanted outlaw decides for his jail 
sentence when he realizes it will not disgrace him; a ghost ‘s laid and a romance ! 
requited; there are grim hide and seek patterns for killers. The unpretentious and 
the unassuming here for a loved land. 
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August 16 





Anthony, Evelyn Crowell 
ROYAL INTRIGUE $3.50 

The fictional treatment for the story of Paul I of Russia takes history and 
bends it to its will for the drama of his conflict with Catherine and his final defeat at 
the hands of conspirators. Never admitting that Paul was mad, this concentrates on 
Catherine's determination to exterminate her son after he produced an heir, underlines 
Paul's passion for his first wife, Natalie, who convinced him of her innocence against the 
Empress' charge of adultery, and whose death in childbirth permitted Paul the chance for 
life. His second marriage to Sophia (Marie) and the birth of their son found him ready to 
die fighting but by then Potemkin was again the Empress' favorite and offered the couple 
exile in exchange for Alexander. Exile brought him Katya; Catherine's sudden death and a 
turn of opinion gave Paul his chance at the crown and young Anna's devotion to her sovereign. 
But the enmity of Pahlen, Alexander's acquiescence to treachery and Marie's devotion to 
her son signed Paul's death warrant in his new palace. This explains away the verdicts of 
"half-insane", "cruel", "mad conduct" with its sympathetic picture of a man trapped by his 
mother and his country, by himself, his sickness and his insecurity. Interesting - if 


debatable. (LC: 54-8716) 
Crowell 


Heney, Helen 
DARK MOON 2 f - $3.00 


The Victorian era lends a staid courtesy and sentiment to the enigma of the dis- 
appearance of Evelyn Johnstone, and the Enoch Arden problem that her possible survival 
will impose.. For Edward Meredith, a minister in Liverpool, New South Wales, who was to 
have married her when she was reported drowned- in a shipwreck, has found bereavement be- 
coming, and the news after several years that she may be alive- and the captive of some © 
aborigines- unsettles his well-ordered life. It also brings dismay to Louisa, the half- 
sister of his oldest friend, Pockley, who has not disguised her desire to marry Edward. On 
the basis of the rumor of a blackguard, a search for Evelyn is made- and fails; Pockley 
carries it further, and finally a white woman is found- in a state of shock, and identified 
as Evelyn. But knowing that she cannot escape the experiences she has endured (pretty 
ruddy these)- or accept the protection Edward still extends, Evelyn goes on alone- reject- 
ing the love which Pockley also offers her..... A strange story, which paraphrases the 
problem of the return from the dead in terms of an ordinary woman- now no longer ordinary 
and unable to resume a natural life, this has its moments of curiosity. (LC: 54-8717) 


August 17 


Ronan, Tom Macmillan 
$3.75 


VISION SPLENDID 


There's a personal history atmosphere to this 1000 pounds' prize winner in Aus- 
tralia's Commonwealth Jubilee Literary Competition which chronicles a man's life in the 
Northern Territory of Australia. The author himself has known forty years there on a 
cattle station and his hero, Charles Toppingham, must certainly trace many of his creator's 
footsteps. Young Charles, at the end of World War I, has high hopes of success when he 
emigrates to his land of dreams. On through World War II, he sees those same dreams fade- 
but never ioses his love of his adopted country. Planning on bringing out a bride, he suc- 
cumbs to the need of his own lubra; sure of a life of action, he spends his years as a 
bookkeeper, with now and then a chance to ride on a cattle drive or pal around with the 
incorrigible Marty; he gets to know all kinds of Pastoral Inspectors and company managers; 
he tries the life in the city and finds romance-but a bad, drunken joke sends him back to 
the station. His long association with Block Bryan, about to quit the current speed-up, © 
assures him a future to his liking. The "little man" who doesn't ask for much achieves 
a satisfactory life without complaint and embodies the isolation, loneliness and endurance 


of the Australian cattlemen through the changing years. Sturdy. 
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August 18 
Dutton 


Hardy, Jane 
FANN MARLOW $3.00 

An assured and by and large cosmetic perspective of publishing, this puts 
between covers a literary coterie of writers and editors as they pass through the 
capable hands of Fann Marlowe, an agent. Fann is in love with Andrew Cartwright, a 
publisher, whose wealthy wife, Julia, returns to intrude on their relationship. But 
over and above her personal problems, with their professional repercussions, Fann's 
clientele involves her in obligations beyond the workaday world; the Purcells, with 
their demands for money; Joe Shane, whose novel must be sexed up for publication; a 
Frenchman whose book cannot possibly compensate her for his indecent approaches; 
Dana, whose delicate talent is unmarketable and whose love affair is unresolved; etc. 
etc. Fann manages all of this with a fair competence and success- but it remains to 
be seen whether the marketable (so she tells her young authors) mechanisms here- a 
suicide, an abortion, a murder, are enough to strengthen the story line beyond some 
scattered sequences.... Certainly not for the literary clique and claque; rentals are 
more likely. Questionable for conservatives. (LC:54-8859) 


Cadell, Elizabeth Morrow 
THE CUCKOO IN THE SPRING $3.00 


Casual comedy and light entertainment, in a pleasantly patterned romance of 
boy meets girl, boy loses girl, boy finds girl, this latest in Elizabeth Cadell's 
novels will pass a brief period of summer dog days painlessly. Julian Hurst, more 
playboy than serious dealer in art, is sent by his older brother to inventory the 
dubious art collection of a miserly client. He finds the place worse than he had 
dreamed, but there's a ray of sunshine in the person of the “cook” pro tem, and his 
leisure hours result in his falling in love- while his working hours produce four art 
treasures, recognizably good specimens of the puzzling artist Clauval. Julian dis- 
trusts his own capitulation and goes to Scotland. Alexandra Bell, the girl, professed 
complete understanding- and then disappeared, with the Clauvals, leaving him frustrat- 
ed, defeated by a phony address, and more in love than ever. How it comes out- how 
she uses the paintings to compound the confusion - how Julian learns more about women 
makes palatable - though not important- enjoyment. (LC: 54-412) 


August 19 
Doubleday 
THE PRIDE OF THE PEACOCK $3.95 


A trio of voices for a marital-family story balances that of Jenny, from 15 up, 
with her mother's, Zan, and her father's, Jock, as they each mirror their feelings about 
the situation. Zan, gone for three years with her pianist-lover, returns and Jenny's 
world comes apart. For Jock, who would not allow divorce, is amenable, then capit- 
ulative until Zan again shows signs of too wide an interest. Zan's grandmother is the 
only disinterested spectator but even she cannot keep Jenny from hating her mother and 
doubting the security of marriage. Granny uses her love for Zan to try to make her 
cognizant of her responsibilities. When Jenny finds a beau and Jock a mistress for 
whom he wants marriage, it is Zan who is bankrupt and who with Granny Peacock's death 
is forced to learn to live with herself - until another chance, which is also a chal- 
lenge - comes her way. The home territory well explored - and worried - for a market 


which can only be - feminine. (LC:54-9817) 


Chatterton, Ruth 


Harcourt, Brace 


Lanham, Edwin 
THE IRON MAIDEN $3.95 
* A novel of the newspaper world has a knowledgeable derivation and manages 


some bitter, direct excitement through the story of Carolyn Brown, whose calculating 
charms roll up quite a circulation figure which ends with her marriage to Andrew Morton, 
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owner of the New York Record-Star. A five-star bitch, Carolyn has left her mark on young, 
uncertain Johnny Vincent; on middle-aged Mark Fielding, a one book novelist and rewrite 
man, miserable in his marriage and with his ulcers; on Roy Durkin, at the city desk, who 
had hired her, harried her, made her but not broken her, and who now faces the fact that 
she may fire him. The suicide attempt of the man she had once married to get away from 
Mehuskah, Oklahoma, leaves her vulnerable - for a moment- to guilt, and to Durkin's 
decision to use it against her. But his sympathies, once engaged, leave him unprepared 
for a sudden, ruthless reversal.... A tense drama of a small town girl with cosmic ambi- 
tions, of the power- and politics- of sex, this is entertainment- experienced rather than 


exclusive- and with a strong popular potential. (IC: 54-6387) 


August 23 
Farrar, Straus & Young 


Hougron, Jean 
BLAZE OF THE SUN | $3.75 


4 sultry story of violence in which the war in Indo-China is perhaps secondary 
to the conduct of its intimates, as Lastin, a renegade French doctor who had murdered his 
wife, escapes to Saigon where he runs a petrol truck to the French forces in the interior. 
Captured by the Vietnamese, he is confined to a primitive jungle outpost where he meets 
the alluring My-Diem, the wife of a Frenchman. And what promises to be a story of the 
Indo-Chinese campaign deteriorates into an intrigue between Lastin and My-Diem who ex- 
pedites her release through his betrayal. He escapes, and follows her to Saigon. Although 
these two engage in all sorts of dubious activities, the author would have us believe that 
their attachment for one another is real, deep and moving,- this in spite of the fact that 
My-Diem is loyal to her husband because he had championed her after her betrayal of a 
former lover- while Lastin is guilty, not only of the murder of his wife, but he has also 
killed the brother of his previous mistress. These two, along with some minor stereotypes, 
provide a racy course of misconduct and a certain kind of hot blooded, hot footed enter- 
tainment. We were neither convinced nor entertained. Warning to PL's. (IC: 54-9370) 


Random House 
GIVEAWAY $3.50 


A summer interlude in the life of Eddie Shelton proves to him that life in Gary, 
Indiana, with a stepfather and half-brother isn't the thing to run away from for keeps. 
As busboy and dishwasher he meets Jane Sutton and her mother and learns quite a few 
sordid facts about the finer points of mooching as he swings into their orbit of profes- 
sional amateurs on TV contest shows. The ins and outs of clothes, of eating, and of fool- 
ing the quiz masters as they fight for a chance to appear; the nooks and crannies they 
inhabit in Los Angeles while dreaming of the jackpot that means some sort of security; the 
selling of the products they win and the splitting of the cash prizes - this is part of 
his education. But it is not until Jane and Toby ("don't call me mother") rig him for 
the man and wife show, with a real marriage and all its’ loot, that he really grows up and 
walks out on the "garbagy situation", more than willing to return to family and school. 
A depressing half world, the story line here is shadowed by the case histories of an oc- 
cupational lisease. Reportage rather than racontage. (LC: 54-7798) 


August-2% gq //4 
/ 


Fisher, Steve 


Macmillan: 
BEGGARS IN THE SUN $3.00 


By the author of last year's The Streak, it is passion which paces the story 
here while the Alabama hill country lends its soft folk speech to the story of Carp Rambo 
and the two women he loved. Carp sings and strums a guitar for a casual living, until 
a steady job at the Magnolia Bar gives him a chance to buy a hound dog for Suzy Ellen, 
his nineteen year old wife. He buys Bo from Clint Hattram, and in so doing, meets another 
Ellen, Hattram's wife. Desire flares- all through the summer, but does not lessen Carp's 
love for Suzy Ellen whose questions are evaded. But with the natural end of the affair, 
Clint does not forget that Carp has had his wife, nurses his hatred which feeds on an 


Boles, Paul Darcy 
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earlier memory of faithlessness, and attempts to destroy him.... A simple story, of 
sudden emotions, unashamed and to a certain extent exempt from the restrictions of a 
more conventional morality, provides a transient type of entertainment. 







August 24 









Robertson, E. Arnot Macmillan 
DEVICES AND DESIRES $3.50 


Here is an author who never repeats. Her books cannot be pigeonholed. But 
in this, though it is wholly original, there is at least a recognition of some of the 
elements that went into the incomparable Four Frightened People. Again it is a tale 
of people, thrown together by chance, and forced into unwelcome intimacy in a perilous 
journey. This time, however, the group consists of refugees, without papers, without 
resources, with only one common aim, to reach Salonika, in Greece, and there- through 
underground contacts- find ships to take them to their chosen destinations. And then- 
in Bulgaria, still in 1946 plagued by border wars, their guide is killed- and they are 
left to the guidance of his strange girl child, an undernourished thirteen, with one 
great desire - safety with respectability, known only briefly in England in "the Good 
Place". And with one hope, to meet again Andre, whom she'd helped in Jamaica- and 
who, too, dreamed of a safe mediocrity. But before that goal was dimly within reach, 
Hebe had experienced incredible hardships, dared impossible adventures, crossed the i 
border with her little band, escaped a massacre of bandits in Macedonia, won a few 
fleeting moments of assistance,- the Quakers in Edhesse ,- chance met Nick's anxious 
parents, in Athens, andthrough Nick's father, the opportunity to get back to England, 
| to school, to safety It is a strange tale of Europe's flotsam, of political refugees 
| - seeking sanctuary, of the tiny light of respectability as a goal in a life of violence 
| @ among lawless people. Fascinating, often grim, occasionally flasaed with comedy-an 
| unusual book. 
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| August 25 


Wilson, Ethel Harper 
SWAMP ANGEL $3.00 







<_< 






Lilly's Story introduced a new Canadian writer whose simplicity concealed a 
depth of compassionate understanding of the human heart. (See report last year, page 
131). This second novel again rests more on the revelation of humans than on plot 

or suspense. Maggie, the central figure, had married- after her husband's and child's 
deaths- a man for whom she was sorry- and lived years of bitter regret until she could 
take no more and left him. But she couldn't run away from her own heart; she still 
must take on responsibilities, rescue lame ducks; let compassion rule her being. The 
story is told against a background, largely, of the Canadian southwest, the woods and 
the lakes and streams as, seeking oblivion and escape as cook in a fishing camp, she 
finds herself landed with a "family" that needs her. The story is told simply, but 
with rare charm. While it shifts from one group of people to another, the pieces 
still fit into the larger whole, and the author makes one really care what happens 

to each. I liked it. (LC: 54-9003) 
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Pearce, Dick J Quart a I4S Lippincott 
THE DARBY TRI $3.50 










The trial of Claude Darby, an expatriate Englishman and an hypnotic dema- 
gogue, extends from the courtroom, where Tom Rogers is serving as Special Prosecutor, 
to Rogers' personal life with Sue, who- always secretive about her first husband, 
Powle, is now increasingly apprehensive. A first and most decisive witness is killed 
before he can testify, and another life is destroyed- in a different way- through the 
evidence turned up in the cross-examination. Rogers now uses every means of persuasion 
to secure Calvin, Darby's former secretary and a disappointed visionary, as a witness, 
but the pressure is too great and Calvin disappears. While at home, Sue, fearing that 
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the facts which are now substantiated in some old papers of Powle's will ruin Tom, also 
disappears- but in so doing she provides the proof which will bring in the desired verdict 
of guilt.... The insubstantial area of Communist influence and infiltration, the evasive 
nature of the subversive, and a likable couple, all previde a smooth entertainment, 
synchronized to the times. S.£.P.serialization. (IC: 54-10697) 





August 25 


William Sloane- Morrow 


Mirvish, Robert 
THE LONG WATCH $3.50 


A bad captain, a bad crew and an old ship background Raymond Halder's almost 
losing battle to conquer his alcoholism and a chance for reinstatement on American lines 
Sailing on the Panamanian Morning Pride, Ray, as Sparks, has faith in Capt. Sondergaard 
but realizes what faces him when the Skipper gets pneumonia and has to be transferred to 
the weather ship in a North Atlantic storm. For Moore, the Mate promoted to Captain, is 
not only sadistic, grasping and vicious but fanatic in keeping his command and, when the 
crew signs off in Cherbourg, recruits criminal replacement. Ray is pursued by Moore, 
finds a security in his affair with Annette and determines to stick it out to best Moore 
and his own inclinations toward futility and inertia. Annette's signing on in a menial 
job spells trouble; Aden brings rebellion; the copra loaded in the Philippines marks the 
last leg home. But cupidity drives Moore to overload with unauthorized cargo and he takes 
advantage of Ray's destructive drinking bout to ship out. Bad weather works up to a 
storm and the vessel starts coming apart; all except Moore and Ray are taken off by other 
ships and the two men spend 12 days trying to bring the sinking ship into Hong Kong in tow. 
Ray is unable to exact his vengeance as world-wide recognition of the unsuccessful feat 
whitewashes both men and marriage to Annette promises stability for the future. Mirvish 
packages tough men and their weaknesses, tough ships and ports and weather into a sea- e@ 


worthy story. (LC: 54-8069) 
mens Af 4/27 
Viking 


THE FLINT ANCHOR $3.75 





Warner, Sylvia Townsend 


Nobody can pigeonhole the author of Lolly Willowes, a fantasy, The Corner That 
Held Them, a realistic historical novel, and now The Flint Anchor, a period piece. Per- 
sonally I prefer her in the fantasy vein, where her wit and tender imaginative quality 
seem their truest. In this new novel, the central character, John Barnard, is so 
exaggerated a portrait of the Victorian pater familias that he is almost caricatured. Miss 
Warner acknowledges that her imagination was fired by a note on her great-great-grand- 
father, "a wicked young man who must never be spoken of". And she has drawn such a man in 
Joseph Kettle, husband of Mary, apple of her father's eye. Euphemia, the worthy elder 
sister, was kept a spinster by her father who would permit no suitors. One brother escaped 
the family imprisonment and made a fortune in the West Indies. The mother chose the 
sustenance of alcohol as her "out". Ellen, disfigured by a birthmark, became a neurotic 
eccentric. And Wilberforce, youngest son, played lone wolf, successfully insulated from 
his father's tempers. A family chronicle, with subplots woven into the central theme of 
Victorian parental dominance, against a setting of an east coast seaport. It has its 
moments of near comedy, of near tragedy, subtly sustained, of adroit characterization, but- 
for the most part- is overlong and pretty special in appeal. (LC: 54-8615) 
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August 5 
Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday 
SINISTER STONES $2.75 


D. I. Napoleon Bonaparte works in the cliquish bush settlements when 
murder strikes and white and black laws are in conflict. Three deaths, the Breen 
family's will on a "hell of a large country", backtracking which obliterates evidence 
and Bony's bushman's skill proves out. There's corroboree, magic, radio versus smoke 
signals and undeclared treasure to fill in the picture. Real down-under. (IC: 54-9187) 


August 6 


Cheshire, Giff Random House 
STARLIGHT BASIN $2.75 


Lex Starlight's fight against Staff Palgrave, his corrupt political machine 
and its backing of some nesters, leads out of a newspaper office into the open air 
where another kind of lead leaves its imprint. And his respect for Amy is countered 
by his attraction to Sara- who works for him, (or is it against him?) until with Pal- 
grave's defeat and death his choice is clear..... New set-up here for a showdown, and 
scrappy. (LC;54-7455) 


August 16 
Queen, Ellery Little, Brown 
THE GLASS VILLAGE $3.50 


More than just murder is at issue when a local Grandma Moses is killed in 
Shinn Corners, a small New England village with a population of 36, some old traditions, 
and even more prejudices. With the exception of Judge Shinn, and a young New Yorker, 
Johnny, the local folk are determined to convict an itinerant Polish tramp; Johnny is 
able to hang the jury on which he sits; but it is an art critic and a painting which 
provide the evidence of guilt and save an innocent man. Talky and balky these natives- 
but sharp. (LC: 54-8296) 


Amemst IT Aer. iY 


Raine, William MacLeod Houghton, Mifflin 
ARKANSAS GUNS $2.75 


A private family feud between plantation owners Harville and Logan extends 
to their hotheaded sons and the youngest Harville, Larry, just returned from study a- 
broad, dreads such medieval enmity - and the fear of his own cowardice. But itis. 
Larry's ingenuity and unsuspected daring that unites the two factions and routs out a 
vengeful band of desperadoes. Southern drawl for stout action. (LC:54-5696) 


August 23 


Blake, Nicholas Harper 
WHISPER IN THE GLOOM $2.75 


England receiving a visit from a Soviet delegation and a small boy the wit- 
ness of a killing and the recipient of a death note throws Scotland Yard into the arms 
of Nigel Strangeways and his determination to save the youngster. When the boy and his | 
pals go 311 out to operate on their own and Strangeways is caught in the middle it takes © 
quite a bit of clockwatching to set off the alarm. Villains and victories. (LC:54-89h}) | 
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-3Te- Mysteries and Westerns 
August 24 
Mainwaring, Marion Macmillan 
MURDER IN PASTICHE $2.75 


The crossing of the Florabunda from Liverpool to New York finds nine famous 
detectives aboard and is a provocation for the murder of an unpleasant columnist. Spike 
Bludgeon (Mike Hammer), Lord Simon Quinsey (Peter Wimsey), Atlas Poireau (you take it 
from here), Miss Fan Silver, Sir Jon. Nappleby, Mallory King, Jerry Pason, Trajan Beare 
and Broderick Tourneur officiate and demonstrate their particular talents and techniques, 
A caprice, for connoisseurs. 

August 25 
M. S. Mill 


Sinclair, Robert 
IT COULDN'T BE MURDER $2.75 


Practised entertainment in a story of triple murder runaround in an involved 
advertising agency setup. There's a press photographer who puts his oar in when he finds 


himself falling in love with the daughter of the murdered magnate; there's an illegitimate 


daughter, whose identity emerges with the reading of the will; there are cross-currents, 
jealousies, ambitions which supply numerous motives and clues. Smooth. (LC :54-9210) 

Field, Peter Morrow-Jefferson House 

WAR IN THE PAINTED BUTTES $2.50 


Those trusties, Pat, Sam and Ezra, more determined than ever when their search 
for the missing husband of Cora Lasher takes them to the Badlands where an old acquaint- 
ance is also having trouble with rustler-killers. Their enemies are quickly identified- 
Lasher is retrieved and justice achieved along with a deserved revenge. Saddlesore? 

(LC :54-10195) 
August 27 
Random House 


Piper, Peter 
THE CORPSE THAT CAME BACK $2.75 


The International Festival of Music at Edinburgh is the starter of retired Detec- 


tive Inspector Gray's holiday - but it is also the starter of his familiar, monotonous 
routine that follows the melancholy discovery of a dead body - that was supposed to have 
been cremated. Edinburgh's sights and the Festival's concerts are not bypassed for the 


pursuit of the corpse that received the dead Bailie's honors and Gray maintains his dignity 


as he puffs to the finish. Spry. (IC: 54-9031) 
August 30 


Black, Thomas Rinehart 
FOUR DEAD MICE $2.75 


Al Delaney does the figuring in a case where four dead mice turn up in the 
dough of a large Baking Company and lead to the murders of Reymon, an ovenman, and a 
pretty youngster, Honey. Circulating through a derelict area, Delaney connects with 
an old robbery and makes a double tag for the out. Spillane-type speedball. (LC0:54-7925) 


Ford, Leslie Scribner 
p INVITATION TO MURDER @ / 4 $2.75 


= Unofficially, the Maloney will was so termed in the office destined to handle 


its eccentric provisions and to cope with the dilemmas resulting from the conflict between 


the old man's daughter, the much-married Countess de Gradoff, and the eventual heiress, 


her school girl daughter, Jenny. And "Fish" Finlay was assigned the job which brought its 
mead of murder, attempted murder, blackmail, set against luxurious households in New York 


and Newport, and rural Virginia. Good summer entertainment, better written than the 
Grace Latham-Colonel Primrose opi. (LC: 54-8689) 
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Slim Handful of Good Bets 


Again no MUST BOOKS, not even any DARK HORSES, but among the Problematical Books a few 
stand out:- Paul Brickhill’s REACH FOR THE SKY (Norton)- disability-cum-flying; Tom and 
Lydia Davis’ DOCTOR TO THE ISLANDS (Little, Brown-AMP); an unusual symposium, MAN AGAINST 
NATURE edited by Charles Neider (Harper); good historical biography, in REBEL ROSE by 
Ishbel Ross (also Harper). Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 


July 9 


Paul, Elliot Random House 
DESPERATE SCENERY $3.75 


Another panel in Mr. Paul's turning the clock backwards this covers his stay 
in Utah and Idaho when the building of a new dam was an all important project. Collec- 
ting some happy go lucky companions, earning his way with his piano playing; when tk.- 
dam goes out all are on hand for the immediate starting of another, and count time more 
than money as they race against the coming winter to get under way. With Oscar and 
Spinoza and assorted workers in the Reclamation Service, red tape is overlooked, sup- 
plies, equipment, lodgings and food are hastily and unconcernedly assembled, the town 
of Ashton booms from 600 to 2,000,and boys and girls come out to play - and work. Be- 
tween the Mormons, the hookers, the engineers and the laborers, between accidents, con- 
struction problems and personal issues, this is a whoop and holler of public works and 
private affairs which carries all the gusto and high spirits of that 1910 period and 
of Paul's own 18 year old headlong, bumptious zest for living. Rough and ready naught- 
iness, nosiness and nostalgia. (LC: 54-7793) 


July 28 


Kiene, Julia Barrows 
ELECTRIC FRYER COOKER RECIPES $3.00 


Disabuse your mind of the idea that an electric fryer is primarily used for 
frying. It seems it is virtually a complete stove in itself:- deep dish fryer, cooker, 
steamer, roaster, warmer, freezer preparer, etc. This is the first book, and unless the 
manufacturers make some arbitrary changes, it might well prove the definitive book. 

For it has everything, from use and care, economy, on to menus and recipes. Cocktail 
delicacies, breads, croquettes, pies, fish, chicken, meats and vegetables, these come 
under the use as a fryer. For the cooker, there are recipes for soups and chowders, 

egg and cheese dishes, stews, top-of-the-stove casserole ideas. The section on budget 
foods is provocative and imaginative. The section on desserts alone failed to intrigue 
me. Ana the wind up on sauces, beverages for a big crowd, and so on supplies that extra 
fillip for special appeal. Certainly Must if you have the appliance. (Le: 54-9383) 


Sander, Allegra Dutton 
LOVERS AND MISTRESSES $2.50 


From the French, in translation by Katherine Woods, this dialogue between two 
women- one chafing over an errant husband, the other admonishing and advising, delivers 
some delicate, discreet, and at times disconcerting observations on men, women, and the 
equation of marriage. And so, tempering passion with reason, this appraises- with some 
wit and more than a little worldly experience, the penchants, prerogatives- and the pri- 
vileges of the male who must be idealized to remain loved; the submissiveness of women 
who bring an absolutism to a relationship which can never be equal; the nature of in- 
constancy; etc. etc.... A favorite, French area of argument- this defines and refines 
the subtleties of sex- and the sexes- for a fastidious audience. (LC: 54-9303) 
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Brickhill, Paul Norton 
REACH FOR THE SKY $3.75 


* A "gut" book in which intestinal fortitude is the answer to a life without legs. 
Douglas Bader lost both of his in an airplane crash, nearly died in the operations following 
it, determined he would walk on his artificial legs without a cane - and did - and managed 
to return to the British Air Force. When the Air Ministry "retired" him, he made the best 
of civilian life but when World War II broke, Bader was back in a flash and quickly built 
himself a reputation which eventually earned him his own squadron. Flying, fighting, his 
example was an inspiration to all the men, his score of Me's mounted and when he was taken 
prisoner, his spare leg was flown over to him. He managed one escape, and with the war's 
end has continued his career in the clouds.....It's quite a story and it never forgets the 
amazing and sensitive support given by his wife, Thelma, whose understanding complemented 
his courage and determination. Something. Illustrated with photographs. 


August 9 


Harvard University Press 


Handlin, Oscar 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY $3.50 

A study of the peoples who make up America and the groups they formed reveals the 
altering of the groups themselves in consequence of Twentieth Century events. The turn of 
the century found an America with a heritage of expansion - a social and spacial nobility 
that attracted and affected immigrants according to background. People defined by color 
organized against pressure; national groups emerged from local in the Italians and started 
from the beginning among the Greeks; Jews shifted from national to cultural-religious asso- 
ciations; holidays merged as free society sought adjustment. World War I played on height- 
ened ethnic loyalties which were united in an Americanism still wary of foreigners, as 
evidenced by the red scare and Immigration Law of the postwar era. Depression curtailed 
immigration and brought impersonal professionalism to once voluntary agencies. A decade 
of global war and its aftermath of ever-present danger and high prosperity transformed the 
position of the minority groups, produced a nationalism less exclusive in character, and 
placed heritage as a means of locating oneself in the Twentieth Century world. This is the 
tenor of Mr. Handlin's book, apt but not insistent in its expression. (LC: 54. - 8626 ) 





August 16 


Crowell 


Lyon, Jean 
JUST HALF A WORLD AWAY $4 £50 
Here is a book about India by an American journalist who traveled long and far 
throughout the nation- long enough to take us more than once to the great city of Delhi 
and the tiny village of Duganpur, far enough to include Simla and Malapar in her search 
for the New India, Miss Lyon sought to understand the old, and she found much to wonder at, 
to admire, to give pause. Reporting on the human level, she reveals an India rich with di- 
versity and rippled with conflict. As the old order seeks to wed the new, Rahjputs try to 
fit feudalism into politics and young men work in the villages for community development. 
Miss Lyon interviews Nehru and Bowles; talks with a back-to-the-Vedas Hindu, a patriotic 
Muslim who faces minority problems, a young newsman married in the old tradition; travels 
with a saint who preaches land reform, a doctor who removes cataracts en masse; Visits a 
Nayar tharwad in Malabar and an ashram in Benares; celebrates Kathakali with the poet Valla- @ q 
thol; witnesses Congressional elections and a famine; tells of the plans for Chandigarh. The 
pride in India's past - in Sita's way, in caste, in philosophy sometimes counters the desire 
to give India her proper place in the modern world but also spurs the Indians to become a 
self-directed nation. This is a warm and human picture of many of the peoples who go to 
make up India's millions, how they feel about their world and what they are doing with it. 


Photographs. (ILC: 54-8719) 
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von Bauman, Cyril & Crowell 
Phelps, Beulah FOUR WINDS COOKBOOK $3.50 


A collection of (often unpronounceable)palatables assembled by the archaeolo- 
gist-explorer before his death travels from country to country and continent to contin- 
ent (Surinam, Kenya, Indonesia, Morocco, Colombia, etc.) this is definitely for the ex- 
otic epicure. For while with few exceptions- potted hare, eels, goose necks, baby 
pigeons- the ingredients are available, it is rather the preparation and combination 
of unusual elements which distinguish these dishes. The recipes are arranged topogra- 
phically, but indexed generically under meats- poultry- sauces- desserts- etc... Special. 


August 17 


Keen, Alan & Lubbock, Roger Macmillan © 
THE ANNOTATOR $4.00 5U 


An antiquarian bookseller (Keen) acquired a much annotated copy of Halle's 
Chronicle (published 1550), and found enough clues to lead him to hope the copy had been 
Shakespeare's, the annotations his. His literary detective work revealed enough coin- 
cidences and possibilities to claim that here are the clues to the missing years of 
Shakespeare's youth, that he thinks were spent not in Stratford, but in a Catholic Lan- 
cashire household. 125 pages are devoted to the meticulous examination of his procedure; 
the balance to a transcription of the annotations, so-termed evidence about the hand- 
writing, pieces written on the findings, glossary of Lancashire words,genealogical tables, 
and an index. An ingenious theory, but it is easy for the scholars to shoot it full of 
holes. Keen himself refers to "our slender framework of conjecture and coincidence” - 


and this in final analysis it remains. 
August 18 


British Book Centre 
COLETTE $3.50 


A portrait of the famous French writer is based largely on her revealing novels 
and journals and pays tribute to an intimate, idiosyncratic artist, and her talent, sub- 
tle, sensuous and - perhaps ultimately- slight as it may be. A calm, country childhood 
did not sophisticate her for the life she was to lead in Paris with Willy, who married 
her. Under his patronizing, paternal, and to a large extent parasitic, guidance, she 
was to write the first Claudine which brought her fame- and Willy- money, until she 
left him thirteen years later. Her writing continued- and her many books about the 
passing, sometimes perverse, phases of love earned her critical as well as popular rec- 
ognition; for a few years she attempted to earn a living on the stage, as a mime; at 
forty, she tried marriage again- and again was its victim; and in her fifties found 
permanence with Maurice Goudeket, always devoted.... A special audience, already es- 
tablished, will find much of the attenuated, wistful, piquante charm that is hers. 


Crosland, Margaret 


Stallings, Capt. Harold L. & Crowell 
Dressler, David JUVENILE OFFICER $3.00 


Dressler, who wrote his own story in Parole Chief (Viking), here helps write 
that of a member of the Juvenile Detail of the L.A. County Sheriff's office, and Stall- 
ings' account of his work with errant, vagrant, delinquent children has its moments of 


human interest and sincere social intent. During his years of service in the depart- 
ment which maintained the motto- "arrest the cause and not the youth"- he helped in the 
installation of an intelligent referral system and arbitration out of court, never for- 
got that derelict parents and displaced families were usually responsible for the child 
who had strayed- or stolen. And from Sleeping Geronimo, whom he helped to set straight 
in spite of four older brothers and a father with criminal records, this chronicles case- 
work involving boy burglars, wayward girls, compulsive problems which involve psychiatry 


rather than punishment, zoot suiters, narcotic addicts, truants, etc. etc.... The gen- 
eral alert to the problem of delinquency should widen the interest here. (LC: 54-8721) 
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August 19 


Little, Brown-A.M.P. 


Davis, Tom & Lydia 
DOCTOR TO THE ISLANDS $5.00 





* A vibrant and inspiring example of modern pioneering is given in this story of 
Tom and Lydia Davis, who as newlyweds headed from New Zealand to Tom‘s home territory - 
Rarotonga in the Cook Islands. Aided by his just completed medical training, his recep- 
tiveness to native views (being half Polynesian, half Welsh was an asset), his energy and 
conviction, and his wife, Tom set about upsetting the static order of medical inattention 
to native needs. Tom understood his islanders when they balked at shots or feared the 
hospital on the haunted precipice where the air was healthy for tuberculars; he realized , 
the economic factor in the health situation and fought to have it recognized, even guiding 
a native rebellion against government practices into the safe and constructive harbor of | 
a producer's cooperative society and away from the agitation of Communists in New Zealand. 
His proudest accomplishment was the organization of medical services on the atolls through 
further training and use of native assistant medical officers;- his affection and confidence 
in them was well-founded. Bringing needed drugs and sanitation to the area were further 
accomplishments. Meanwhile, Lyd used her nurse's training to help in child care; her humor 
to appreciate her companions; her writing talent to assail the Atlantic Monthly. Two sons 
were born to them, and the moving passage telling of the fight for baby Timmy's life as 
fulminating pneumonia struck him, shows the beauty of the island people and their beliefs. 
An East-West crossing to America in midwinter on a yacht concludes an account which reveals 
strength, love, and dedication - and the everchanging lifeways in the no longer isolated 
South Seas. (LC: 54-5145) 

August 23 


| Dutton 
SAVAGE PAPUA $3.75 @ 


A Catholic missionary's account of his twenty years- from 1930 to 1950- in the 
New Guinea hinterlands is a chronicle of terror and beauty and faith. As a writer Father 
Dupeyrat is accomplished and splendidly alert to his striking surroundings; as a priest he 
is fervent and practical, for as he goes to his post at the Mafulu district in the Fuyughe 
country of the Papuan mountains he comes into contact with land and people at all levels. 
Trained in medicine it was his job to cure where he could, in a disease ridden region. It 
was his job too, to live with an ever encroaching jungle, a wilderness fascinating with 
flowers and birds and frightening with snakes, with poison and with the ways of a primitive 
people he had come to save. Different as their ways were, the Papuans and Father Dupeyrat 
established many common grounds. The tribes he came to know recognized the power of his 
medicine and grasped in their own happy way, the message of the Great Spirit of the Gospels 
often to the point of renouncing cannibalism. He in turn treats their ways with a scholar's 
respect and though he fails to enlarge on the broader implications of the effect of Christi- 
anity on Papuan life represents a picture of a people whose ways are striking enough in 
themselves but which in this writer's hands take on their due color. (LC: 54-5056) 


Dupeyrat, Andre 





Hastings House 
THE BUFFALO HUNTERS $4.50 


Excellent contributors are being selected for this American Procession Series 
(the first, Josephine Herbst- 4A New Green World- P. 223)- but the editing is not as string- 
ent as might be advisable. This book- like the earlier one- is over-detailed, over-long, 
repetitive. There is lively, fresh material here, neglected in most frontier-minded reports. 
The buffalo hunters at long last come into their own, along with the long rifles, and the 
tragic era of compulsive elimination of the vast herds that roamed the area from the Brazos 
to the northern Dakotas is placed in its setting, as perhaps the most serious contribution 
to ill-will between whites and Indians. Certainly its place in stripping the land led ulti- 
mately to dust bowl conditions:- no fertilizer, no long grass, no water- result, drought, 
famine, and denuded lands. The personalities of the times play their brief, inglorious parts, 
from Wild Bill Hickok and Buffalo Bill to the Jim McNaneys, the Mooars, etc. There's superb 
writing here, but too much text. (LC: 54-9884) 


Sandoz, Mari 
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Saveth, Edward N.- éd. Little, Brown 
UNDERSTANDING THE AMERICAN PAST $6.00 
































| Recent writings from the works of well known historians form a collection that 
adds much to the re-interpretation of our country's past, historically and philosophic- 
ally. Stating in his introduction many of the varying theories (for example the Teu- 
tonist vs. the Frontierist) that have contributed to our understanding, rightly or wrong- | 
ly, Mr. Saveth lays the groundwork for a historian's study of his own science. The fol- 
lowing selections then, taken from the writings of such as Commager, Nevins, the Hand- 
lins, Charles Beard, Henry Adams and many others, are placed under four chronological 
periods ranging from pre-revolutionary days to the contemporary scene. For each selec- 
tion,- say Samuel Eliot Morison on the Puritan Tradition or Carl Bridenbaugh on the 
Virginians,- Mr. Saveth presents his own precise commentary, as to how the historian's 
views may differ from those of his predecessors and the factors influencing the change: 
Bridenbaugh champions his Virginians as fevered expansionists rather than a cavalier 
aristocracy; Morison's puritans are not bigoted pietists as much as they are the natur- { 
al products of a Christian mission. The selections are many; the reading is rich. With 
the variety of an anthology, the layman may take to it as well. (LC: 53-7320) 


oe 


August 23 


Bolinder, Gustaf Roy 
DEVIIMAN'S JUNGLE $4.00 


West African witchcraft practices told with the intent to amaze are here 

collected as the result of the author's years in the Sierra Leone, Liberia, the Niger 

® Delta and South Africa. The publishers claim it to be "the first popular book to deal 
so fully with the native African's conception of magic". Whether ‘first or not, they ) 
are right about its being popular, for Mr. Bolinder goes into his details from an ex- 
tremely western point of view, judging the native practices on the basic point of how 
we ourselves would feel under similar circumstances. Invalid as it is, this basic 
assumption does not becloud the startling facts he presents, of the external manifesta- 
tions of tribal life. In the Sierra Leone for instance, there are the two strong male 
and female societies- Poro and Bundu- with which Mr. Bolinder has become well enough 
acquainted to give us graphic instances of initiation rites as well as a feeling for 
their ideals- fertility, ancestor veneration and powerful allegiance. Further, there 
are the occasions of human and animal sacrifice, the position of the witch doctor etc., 
and the African relation to the vast supernatural that is strong enough to create the 
unbelievable and regulate even the lives of the whites. However, this is still more 
eye-opening than definitive. (LC: 54-6924) 


Everett, T. H. Random House 
THE AMERICAN GARDENER'S BOOK OF BULBS $5.95 


The author, horticulturist at the New York Botanical Garden, has done a de- 
finitive book on bulbs for the average gardener (by which he means the gardener with 
scope and imagination to make the utmost use of bulbs). There's a great deal more about 
the subject than the average gardener needs, but for a reference book it is very satis- 
factory whether one's interest is in the historical background, the selection of types 
of bulbs (whether for spring blooming, for summer and autumn bedding or border, for 
naturalizing, for the cutting garden, for indoor use in boxes and tubs). He discusses 
the soil preparation, the planting, the care. He goes into propagation, the health 
problems, the upkeep. There's a special section on flower arrangements by Ann Hagan. 
And a final section which takes- alphabetically- bulbs, defines, indicates specific 
culture, propagation, kinds. Profuse illustrations to come. A book for bulb special- 
ists as well as for any gardener who wants the final word. (LC: 54-7801) 
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August 23 


Harris, Whitney R. Southern Methodist Univ. Press 
TYRANNY ON TRIAL: The Evidence at Nuremberg $6.00 © 





An extraordinarily readable study of the record of the Hitler regime as it emerged 
through the examination of the evidence at the Nuremberg trials. Instead of presenting it 
in orthodox legal terminology, the author, who was a member of the prosecuting staff, has 
taken one facet after another, related the documentary evidence to that area of investiga- 
tion, and the end result is a remarkably cogent reduction of a mass of material to a con- 
tinuous story. In these days of the apologists for Germany, it is important for the world - 
as well as for the Germans- to have this evidence available. He starts with a review of 
the negotiations relating to war crimes, before, during and after the war; he takes up the 
accusations, unfolding the story of Hitler's rise to power, his organization, consolidation, 
his aggressive program relating to Germany's expansion to include Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Denmark, Russia, Norway. The chapters dealing with the war crimes include a wide 
scale of atrocities; the portrait of the deliberate plan of confiscation, exploitation of 
economy, building of cultural gratification, and slave labor is enlightening when brought 
into focus; the assumption of the necessity of systematic torture reveals facets of char- 
acter not to be bypassed; the struggle against religion is a factor too often forgotten. 

The book ends with the last days- and Hitler's suicide and cremation. Controversial at 


times- but worth reading. 
August 24 


Little, Brown 


Clark, William H. 
GARDENING FOR COLOR $2.95 

Gardening the Small Piace met practically every requirement- for my money- and 
the final test seems to be that a copy loaned is never returned until I insist that the @ 
borrower purchase his own and return mine. Gardening for Color igs a bit more specialized, 
but in its field equally down-to-earth and practical, a book for reference and consultation, 
but also a book for basic and fundamental principles. A great deal more ground is covered 
than the title indicates. Introductory chapters lay the groundwork of basic principles of 
color, and the basic principles of color, and the basic thinking of the author along lines 
of purpose, procedure, materials. He warns continually that all gardening requires planning 
and work, and continuous attention; while gardening for color requires even more specific 
planning and work and continuous attention. But the end result should mean color from March 
to November, while even late Fall and Winter can have color in bark and twigs, in berries 
and fruits. Trees, shrubs, wines, flowering bulbs, perennials, and annuals for fill ins are 
given full measure. Extensive lists, specialized and general, but all linked by focus on 
color, make this a book for constant reference. And in final summary, Clark stresses again 
the need for TIME. Tops in the field. (LC: 54-8307) 


Harper 


Lundberg, Ferdinand 
THE TREASON OF THE PEOPLE $4.50 

The trouble with America, in Lundberg's opinion, is not its government but the 
indifference of its people. He lays government inefficiencies right back in the laps of 
the citizens. According to him, we are the least informed citizenry of the Western world. 
We are behind Europeans in the percentage of voters; we are reluctant to serve on juries; 
we do all we can to evade taxes; and our soldiers though valiant, "defend their country in 
a crisis, but unwillingly". We operate through unscrupulous pressure groups, putting aims 
involving religious or racial bias before pertinent facts in choosing our public officers, 
and- in his view- accept the rule of demagogues with complacency. He cites the Roosevelt 
administration as typical of American politics operating on a vast scale without public @ 
comprehension. He maintains that Roosevelt pandered to Catholics for the size of their 
vote, and underplayed the Negroes because of the limited voting strength. And he does 
not mince words, as those who read [mperial Hearst Will remember. A challenge, even though 
his development is controversial. And he says some unpalatable things that need to be 


said. (LC: 54-6295) 
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Harper 


Neider, Charles- fd 
MAN AGAINST NATURE $5.00 

* An anthology that considers the psychological and the physiological aspects 
that make up man's response to nature's challenge provides inspiring reading. Eye- 
witness accounts range from Pliny the Younger's description of the eruption of Vesu- 
vius that buried Pompeii down to the tornado that struck Waco, Texas. Historical 
events in pioneering are related by Lindbergh, Peary, Byrd, Amundsen, Orville Wright, 
Heyerdahl, Hillary, Cousteau, Beebe, etc... Herodotus' account of “Bridging the 
Hellespont" follows Hemingway's "Death in the Afternoon". Man against the elements; 
man against animal, as in Hunter and Corbett extracts; man egainst disease, as in 
Boccaccio's description of the Black Death; man against cannibal-men, as in Broom- 
field's account - these topics give thought and depth to true adventure in a superb 


collection. (LC: 54-8974) 


Harper 


Ross, Ishbel 
REBEL ROSE $4 .00 

* The life story of Rose O'Neal Greenhow, Confederate spy, is a fresh and 
lively addition to the literature of Civil War days. While the relatively brief per- 
iod in which she made signal contribution to the early successes of Confederate arms 
(notably the first battle of Bull Run) makes fascinating reading, I personally enjoyed 
even more the years when she was a dominant figure in Washington society. Her life 
and her activities, social and political, touched many careers of outstanding men, 
from Calhoun on. She was definitely a man's woman, though gossip played more with 
her influence than with the more romantic aspects, as her career crossed many paths 
of men who molded history and in whose lives she played a vital part. There is an 


enormous amount of new material here- or of old material freshly slanted. There's 
a sense of viewing opinions in the making, changes of political thinking, shifting 
values on social and economic and intellectual levels. She travelled more in this 
country than most women, and at various points of her career recalled that of Jessie 
Fremont, though her social prestige comes closer to that of Kate Chase. I found it 
much better reading than Proud Kate, a more complete identification with character 


and period, with the passing scene. This- plus its contribution to Civil War back- 
ground history, gives it real stature. (LC: 54-8986) 


Lippincott 


Lutyens, Lady Emily 
A BLESSED GIRL \ $4.00 
This correspondence, almost a decade long, between a growing girl and an 
elderly clergyman is a delight both to the mind as well as the heart. For young Emmie, 
in writing "his Rev", is increasingly articulate, increasingly observant, alert and 
aware and her letters mirror the stages of her development as her horizons widen and 
her understanding deepens. On his side, Reverend Whitewell Elwin encourages, admon- 
ishes and instructs - but with a love and a charm that never alienate Emmie.'s response. 
Emmie's Victorian girlhood, in which she was often out of step with her family, is 
not that of a prissy young miss and is rather the note-taking child who is outspoken 
in her opinions and comments. Her love for the colorful Wilfred Blunt is fully con- 
fessed to his Rev and he guides gently and wisely. The birth of her first baby, 
after her marriage to Ned Luytens, is followed by his Rev's death and the warmly 
affectionate friendship ends. Unusual for its period and unusual in its honest 
revelations, this offers a special pleasure for the more demanding reader and has 
a more intense note than Raverat's Period Piece. (Le: 54-8744) 
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August 27 


Farrar, Straus & Young 


Rosenblatt, Samuel 
YOSSELE ROSENBLATT $650 @ 





This has the warmth and love of a son's devotion as he tells the life story of 
the "king of the cantors" and the pater familiar portrait traces a career that started in 
East Europe where he was a child prodigy, took him to Germany, then America and South Amer- 
ica and ended in Israel. Josef Rosenblatt's voice made him famous among the orthodox in 
Hungary, sent him early on long itineraries and won him enthusiastic audiences. To become 
chief precentor of Munkacs he married his beloved Taube, took their growing family to Hamburg, 
and finally followed his star to America where again his voice, his compositions and his can- 
torial feats brought him unanimous acclaim. Records for Victor, a refusal to appear in opera, 
the opportunities of concerts extended his generosity and charities and an ill-fated news- 
paper brought him bankruptcy. His efforts to clear up his debts took him further afield, 
to South America and into vaudeville and his long awaited visit to Israel was his last. A 
traditional quality to this emphasizes its appeal for a specific Jewish market while its 
musicology broadens its audience. (LC: 54-9989) 


Random House - 


Runyon, Damon, Jr. cs 
FATHER'S FOOTSTEPS $2.95 75 

In a kind of testimonial autobiography moving for its candor and tensions, Damon 
Runyon, Jr. traces the steps of his famous father and the family which shared his life in 
part. We come to know Damon Runyon as he works up from the six-gun West through a period 
of Kiplingesque poetry on the Spanish-American War, through years of alcoholism which ended 
with marriage, on to the years on Broadway and the Hearst column, contact with guys and dolls, 
and the final devastating illness,- cancer. Intermingled and almost predominant is the 
story of the Runyon family - of the mother whose will was strong but not strong enough to 
keep her from destroying herself; of the sister who suffered from family tensions to the ex- 
tent of mental illness; and most of all of the author as he struggled, during the last years 
of his father's illness, at once to attain an identity separate from his father and to achieve 
the closeness with him which had been impossible before. The Runyon drama with its tragic 
failures and triumphant successes climbed to a fitting denouement when hoods and cops came 
to pay last respects to the man who knew Broadway's heartbeat, and Eddie Rickenbacker, follow- 
ing the wishes of the deceased, scattered his ashes over Times Square. This has the impact 


of immediate experience. (LC: 54-7452) 
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